Colbert Series

<@32>The Colbert series consists of deep, moderately well drained, very slowly permeable soils that formed in residuum weathered from argillaceous limestone or shaly limestone. These soils are on uplands in limestone valleys. The rate at which water runs off the surface ranges from slow to rapid. Slopes range from 1 to 25 percent. These soils are fine, smectitic, thermic Vertic Hapludalfs.

<@32>Typical pedon of Colbert silt loam on a gently sloping upland under mixed hardwoods at an evaluation of about 565 feet in Colbert County, Alabama; 2.7 miles south of the intersection of U.S. Highway 72 and Woodmont Avenue in Tuscumbia, Alabama; along County Road 55; and 75 feet north of the road; SE1/4NW1/4 sec. 28, T. 4 S., R. 11 W.

<@23>A1—0 to 3 inches; dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) silt loam; weak medium granular structure; friable; few fine and medium roots; very strongly acid; clear smooth boundary.

<@33>A2—3 to 8 inches; pale brown (10YR 6/3) silt loam; weak medium granular structure; friable; common fine and medium roots; very strongly acid; abrupt smooth boundary. (The combined thickness of the A horizons ranges from 3 to 10 inches.)

<@33>Bt1—8 to 15 inches; strong brown (7.5YR 5/6) silty clay loam; strong medium angular and subangular blocky structure; firm; thin continuous clay films on faces of most peds; few medium roots; few old cracks filled with brown silt loam; very strong acid; clear smooth boundary.

<@33>Bt2—15 to 26 inches; strong brown (7.5YR 5/6) silty clay; few fine distinct light gray (10YR 7/2) and few medium distinct yellowish red (5YR 5/6) mottles; strong coarse angular and subangular blocky structure; very firm, plastic; thin continuous clay films on faces of most peds; few medium roots; few pressure faces; very strongly acid; gradual smooth boundary.

<@33>Bt3—26 to 36 inches; yellowish brown (10YR 5/6) clay; common medium distinct light gray (10YR 7/2) and many medium distinct yellowish red (5YR 5/6) mottles; moderate coarse angular and subangular blocky structure; very firm, plastic; thin continuous clay films on faces of peds; few fine roots; few pressure faces; very strongly acid; gradual smooth boundary.

<@33>Bt4—36 to 44 inches; mottled yellowish brown (10YR 5/6), light gray (10YR 7/2), and yellowish red (5YR 5/6) silty clay; weak coarse subangular blocky structure; very firm, sticky and very plastic; thin continuous clay films on faces of peds; few fine roots; common pressure faces; few nonintersecting slickensides; very strongly acid; gradual smooth boundary. (The combined thickness of the Bt horizons ranges from 30 to more than 50 inches.)

<@33>C—44 to 55 inches; light olive brown (2.5Y 5/4) clay; many medium distinct gray (N 5/0) and common medium distinct yellowish brown (10YR 5/3) mottles; massive; very firm, sticky and very plastic; about 2 percent, by volume, manganese concretions; about 2 percent, by volume, limestone fragments 2 to 20 millimeters in size; common pressure faces; few nonintersecting and intersecting slickensides; neutral. (0 to 20 inches thick)

<@33>R—55 inches; limestone bedrock.

<@8>The thickness of the solum ranges from 40 to 60 inches. Depth to limestone bedrock ranges from 40 to more than 72 inches. Reaction ranges from very strongly acid to slightly acid in the A and Bt horizons and from slightly acid to mildly alkaline in the BC, CB, and C horizons, where present.

<@32>The A horizon has hue of 10YR or 2.5Y, value of 4 to 6, and chroma of 2 to 4. It is loam, silty loam, or silty clay loam. Most pedons that have an A horizon of silty clay loam are eroded.

<@32>The E horizon, where present, is less than 5 inches thick and has hue of 10YR, value of 5 or 6, and chroma of 2 to 6. It is silt loam.

<@32>The upper part of the Bt horizon has hue of 7.5YR to 2.5Y, value of 5 to 7, and chroma of 4 to 8. It is silty clay loam, silty clay, or clay. The lower part of the Bt horizon has the same range in hue, value, and chroma as the upper part of the Bt horizon and has few to many mottles in shades of red, gray, and brown; or it is mottled in shades of yellow, red, gray, and brown. It is silty clay or clay.

<@32>The C horizon, and the CB and BC horizons where present, have hue of 7.5YR to 5Y, value of 5 or 6, and chroma of 2 to 8. They are silty clay or clay. They have 0 to 5 percent, by volume, nodules of calcium carbonate, manganese concretions, and limestone fragments ranging from 2 to 30 millimeters in size.

<@32>The Cr horizon, where present, is thin and shaly.

<@32>The R layer is hard limestone bedrock.
