<@34>El Descanso Series

<@33><i>Depth class:<p> Shallow

<@33><i>Drainage class:<p> Well drained

<@33><i>Permeability:<p> Slow

<@33><i>Parent material:<p> Residuum that weathered from serpentinite bedrock

<@33><i>Landscape:<p> Serpentinite mountains

<@33><i>Landform:<p> Ridges and mountain slopes

<@33><i>Commonly associated soils:<p> Aljibe, Cerro Gordo, Guamá, Hoconuco, and Indiera soils

<@33><i>Slope:<p> 5 to 90 percent

<@33><i>Taxonomic class:<p> Clayey-skeletal, magnesic, isothermic Lithic Argiudolls

<@27>Typical Pedon

<@30>El Descanso soil in an area of El Descanso-Hoconuco complex, 20 to 60 percent slopes; about 0.4 mile southwest from the headquarters of Maricao State Forest (Campamento Buena Vista); about 0.8 mile south from El Alto del Descanso Peak, in forestland; San Germán Municipality; USGS Maricao topographic quadrangle (1960); lat. 18 degrees 8 minutes 48 seconds N. and long. 66 degrees 59 minutes 45 seconds W.

<@23>Oi—0 to 3 inches; black (10YR 2/1) mucky peat; about 70 percent fiber crushed and rubbed; massive; very friable, nonsticky, nonplastic; many very fine, fine, medium, and coarse roots; about 10 percent, by volume, cobbles; slightly acid; clear wavy boundary.

<@33>A—3 to 8 inches; dark brown (7.5YR 3/2) very gravelly clay loam; strong very fine and fine granular structure; slightly hard, firm, slightly sticky, moderately plastic; many very fine, fine, medium, and coarse roots; many very fine, fine, and medium irregular pores; few faint pressure faces on peds; about 45 percent, by volume, angular pebbles; neutral; clear wavy boundary.

<@33>Bt—8 to 15 inches; dark brown (7.5YR 3/2) extremely paragravelly clay; moderate very fine and fine subangular blocky structure; hard, firm, slightly sticky, moderately plastic; many very fine and fine roots; many very fine and fine irregular pores; common distinct clay films on faces of peds and coarse fragments; about 70 percent, by volume, angular parapebbles and 5 percent angular paracobbles; neutral; abrupt irregular boundary.

<@33>R—15 inches; hard, fractured, consolidated serpentinite bedrock.

<@27>Range in Characteristics

<@33><i>Thickness of the solum:<p> 6 to 12 inches

<@33><i>Depth to bedrock:<p> 15 to 19 inches

<@33><i>Content (by volume) and size of rock fragments:<p> 0 to less than 15 percent pebbles and cobbles in the Oi horizon, 10 to 45 percent pebbles and cobbles in the A horizon, and 36 to 75 percent parapebbles and paracobbles in the Bt horizon

<@33><i>Reaction:<p> Slightly acid or neutral throughout

<@23><i>Oi horizon:<p>
<@31>Color—hue of 10YR, value of 2 or 3, and chroma of 1 or 2

<@31>Texture—mucky peat

<@23><i>A horizon:<p>
<@31>Color—hue of 7.5YR or 10YR, value of 3, and chroma of 2

<@31>Texture in the fine-earth fraction—clay loam or clay

<@23><i>Bt horizon:<p>
<@31>Color—hue of 5YR to 10YR, value of 3, and chroma of 2 or 3

<@31>Texture in the fine-earth fraction—clay

<@23><i>R layer:<p>
<@31>Type of bedrock—hard, fractured, consolidated serpentinite bedrock

